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S M Hani Sadati1: Running Cellphilm workshops in 4 Agriculture Technical Vocational 
Education and Training (ATVET) Colleges (Woreta, Maichew, Nedjo and Wolaita Soddo) 
was one of the main parts of my internship program in Ethiopia in June and July, 2017. 
The main purpose of the workshops was to engage college community, including 
students and staff, with issues of gender and Sexual and Gender based Violence 
(SGBV). Cellphilming is a Participatory Visual Research (PVR) method (MacEntee, Burk- 

holder, & Schwab-Cartas, 2016), where participants use cellphones (or any film recording device) to 
make very short videos in response to prompts, questions, community issues or challenges. 
Throughout the different stages of this method, the opportunity is provided for the community 
members to address the challenges and issues and to also find solutions. The prompt that was used 
in our Cellphilm workshops in all colleges was the same: “Gender issues (equity) in my college”.  
 

Using this PVR method in the 4 targeted ATVET colleges, I worked with 103 people (including 81 
students and 22 instructors). The participants directly engaged with the gender related topics and 
issues. They were encouraged to think about these topics and more importantly, they were 
encouraged to share their ideas and reflect on the topics and try to find solutions to them. Overall 
36 female students, 45 male students, along with 7 female staff and 15 male staff who directly work 
with Gender Clubs, produced 17 Cellphilms during these one-day long workshops.  The topics of the 
Cellphilms encompass a variety of gender related issues in these educational institutions: like sexual 
and gender violence, abduction, lack of participation of female students in class activities, emotional 
violence against females, cellphone stealing from female students and various other issues that 
mostly female students and staff face in their everyday life in the colleges.  
 

These workshops confirmed that Cellphilming can be a viable method in helping to raise awareness 
about gender based issues in ATVET colleges. Participants generally showed excellence in doing 
different activities and engaging in various stages of Cellphilming (e.g. brainstorming, listing gender 
issues, selecting collectively the most important issue, storyboarding, filming, and finally reflecting 
on each-others’ videos and topics. Although most of the participants didn’t have personal 
smartphones, they showed a great talent in learning how to operate the tablets, provided by the 
ATTSVE project. Their videos indicate that they got the concept of No-Editing-Required rule very 
well and they used the pause-shoot-pause-shoot technique in video recording in a perfect way.  
Examples of the Cellphilms and more extensive report will be available on GLCoP website.  
 

I would like to end this brief report with a conclusion that we made after each workshop: “We 
cannot think of change and NOT raise our voice. Change will not happen in silence! If we want to 
bring the change, we need to break the silence. Cellphilming is a powerful tool for this: to raise a 
voice and make it loud, clear and sharp!”.  
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